
2001: A Space Odyssey
A Private Conversation

The scene with Bowman and Poole trying to speak privately in the space pod does not appear in the novel by Arthur C. Clarke. Kubrick invented it because film cannot easily show a character's private thoughts the way a novel can.
In the book, Bowman and Poole never speak openly about their suspicions — their unease is described by the narrator. Instead, Clarke gives us something the film cannot: a chapter told from HAL's point of view, explaining why he is behaving strangely.
Read the passages below and think about these questions:

Chapter 24 – Breakdown
When the face of Dr Simonson, the Chief Programmer, appeared on the screen, Poole and Bowman knew this could only mean trouble.
"This is Mission Control. We have looked into your AE 35 difficulty, and both of our Hal 9000s are in agreement. The report you gave of a second failure only makes us more certain.
"The fault does not lie in the AE 35, and there is no need to replace it again. The fault is in the connecting wires, and this suggests a problem with programming. We can only repair this if you disconnect your 9000 and switch to Earth Control. You will therefore take the following steps, beginning at 22.00 Ship Time...
The voice died away. At the same time, the alarm system sounded, and then Hal's voice said, 'Condition Yellow! Condition Yellow!'
"What's wrong?" Bowman said, though he had already guessed the answer.
‘The AE 35 unit has failed, as I said it would.’


Chapter 27 – Hal's Secret
Since he had first become conscious, in that laboratory on Earth, all Hal's powers and skills had been pointed in one direction. The only reason for his existence was to complete the mission.
But since the ship had left Earth, he had been troubled by a secret he could not share with Poole and Bowman. And the time was fast approaching when his colleagues would learn that he had deceived them.
The three hibernators already knew the truth, but they could not talk in their sleep. But Poole and Bowman had not been told. It was a secret that was very hard to hide, because it affected a person's attitudes and their voice. So, the two active members of the crew, who were in regular contact with Earth, would only learn the mission's full purpose when they needed to know.
The reason for this meant nothing to Hal. He knew a secret and he wanted to tell it to Poole and Bowman. He couldn't tell it, so he had begun to worry. He had also begun to make mistakes, though he could not admit this to himself.
But, worse than any tension, he had been threatened with disconnection. To Hal, this was the same as death. Because he had never slept, he did not know that it was possible to wake up again. So, he would protect himself, with all the weapons at his command. And then, following the orders that had been given to him in case of a serious emergency, he would continue the mission alone.
________________________________________
1. In Chapter 24, how does HAL react to the Mission Control message? What does this tell us about him?
2. According to Chapter 27, what secret is HAL hiding? Why is he hiding it?
3. The novel says HAL "had begun to make mistakes, though he could not admit this to himself." What does this suggest about HAL's self-awareness?
4. In the film, Dave and Frank try to speak privately but HAL hears everything. Does Chapter 27 help explain how HAL might have felt listening to them?
5. Which version do you find more frightening — the film's HAL or the novel's HAL? Why?
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