
American English File

1.9 Happy Birthday Jenny

Part 1 Preview & Background Answer these questions before you watch the video.

Preview Question:  What do you usually do to celebrate your birthday?

Rob Jenny Daniel

What do you remember from the previous videos?

Rob is a  who lives in .

Jenny is from . She is on a  to London.

Jenny and Rob work for the same  company.

Gist Question:  Why does Jenny go to dinner with Daniel instead of Rob?

Part 2 Comprehension Answer the questions while or after you watch the video.

1.  Jenny thanks Rob for taking her out for dinner.
True
False

2.  Last night, Jenny stayed home and relaxed.
True
False

3.  Last night, Rob stayed home and relaxed.
True
False

4.  Jenny wants to read Rob's article.
True
False

5.  Jenny can't talk to Eddie because she is in the 
      office.

True
False

6.  Today is Jenny's birthday.
True
False

7.  Rob invites Jenny out for dinner.
True
False

8.  Rob says he wants to discuss business at 
     dinner.

True
False

9.  Daniel invites Jenny out for dinner.
True
False

10.  Daniel says he wants to discuss business at 
       dinner.

True
False

11.  Jenny agrees to go out with Rob.
True
False
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Part 3 Discussion

If you could show a foreign friend around your city for one day, where would you take them? Why? 

↪ Use: I would take them to… because…

↪ Use: First I would take them to… and then…

What do you like to do on your birthday? Do you prefer a quiet celebration or a big party? 

↪ Use: On my birthday I usually… because…

Rob invites Jenny to dinner, but then Daniel (her boss) does too. If you were Jenny, who would you

choose? Why? 

↪ Use: I would choose… because…

↪ Use: I think it is [difficult / easy] to say no to your boss because…

Eddie calls Jenny at work to sing Happy Birthday. How do you feel when people sing Happy Birthday to

you? Is it okay to call someone at their workplace for personal reasons? 

↪ Use: I feel… when people sing…

↪ Use: I think it [is / isn't] okay to call… because…

Jenny chooses a work dinner over spending her birthday with a friend. Do you think work should ever

come before your personal life? Where do you draw the line? 

↪ Use: I think work should [come before / not come before]… because…
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Part 4 Sentence Building Write sentences about the video clip using the words given. You can

change the word form or add words, but you cannot change the word order. Use a present time frame

(tenses).

E.g.  Jenny / thank / Rob / show / her / around / London

Jenny thanks Rob for showing her around London.

Rob / Jenny / tell / other / what / they / do / last / night

Jenny / ask / read / Rob / article

while / Jenny / talk / Rob / she / get / call / Eddie

Eddie / start / sing / Happy Birthday / Jenny

Jenny / tell / Eddie / she / not / talk / because / she / office

Rob / want / go / out / Jenny / for / birthday

Daniel / also / want / take / Jenny / dinner

Jenny / accept / Daniel / invitation / and / apologise / Rob
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Part 5 Grammar Check Phrasal verbs.

Section A  –  Circle the correct particle to complete each sentence.

The bus was full, so Rob couldn't get _____.  ( back / over / on / off / out )

It took Rob two weeks to get _____ his cold.  ( back / over / on / off / out )

Jenny asks Rob to hang _____ while she is talking on the phone.  ( back / over / on / off / up )

Jenny hangs _____ the phone and goes into the store.  ( back / over / on / off / up )

Jenny plans to go _____ to New York next week.  ( back / over / on / off / out )

Daniel asked Jenny to go _____ for dinner.  ( back / over / on / off / out )

Jenny set _____ for the museum at 9:30 in the morning.  ( around / over / on / off / up )

Karen set _____ an interview between Rob and an artist.  ( around / over / on / off / up )

Rob offers to show Jenny _____ London.  ( around / over / on / off / up )

Rob often shows _____ late.  ( around / over / on / off / up )

Daniel and Rob don't seem to get _____ well.  ( around / over / on / off / out )

Section B  –  Circle all the correct sentences.

12.  I stayed home for a week so that I could _____.

get over
get over my cold
get my cold over
get over it
get it over

15.  They are going to _____.

set up
set up a business
set a business up
set up it
set it up

13.  I am busy. Can you _____?

show around
show around Rob
show Rob around
show around him
show him around

16.  Jenny said goodbye and _____.

got on
got on the bus
got the bus on
got on it
got it on

14.  Rob _____ 20 minutes late last night.

showed up
showed up himself
showed himself up
showed up it
showed it up
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Script

Jenny: Thanks for showing me around London yesterday. I had a great time.

Rob: Me too. So what did you do last night?

Jenny: Nothing really. I had a lot of work to do — emails, phone calls. What did you do?

Rob: I wrote my article about the artist that I interviewed yesterday morning.

Jenny: Can I see it?

Rob: Sure. It's on my laptop. Hang on a second. There.

Jenny: Sorry. Hi Eddie.

Eddie: ♩ Happy birthday to you. Happy birthday to you. ♩

Jenny: Thanks, but listen. I can't talk right now. I'm in the office.

Eddie: Okay.

Jenny: Yeah. Later.

Eddie: Have fun.

Jenny: Okay. Sorry, but it's my birthday today.

Rob: Really? Happy birthday! Maybe we could have dinner tonight?

Daniel: Jennifer.

Jenny: Oh, hi Daniel.

Daniel: I'd like to take you out for dinner this evening.

Jenny: This evening?

Daniel: Yes, for a working dinner. We have a lot to talk about before you go back to New York. I

know a very good restaurant.

Jenny: Yes, of course.

Daniel: Great. See you later.

Jenny: Yes, sure. Sorry Rob.
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Answers

Part 2

Jenny thanks Rob for taking her out for dinner.  False

Last night, Jenny stayed home and relaxed.  False

Last night, Rob stayed home and relaxed.  False

Jenny wants to read Rob's article.  True

Jenny can't talk to Eddie because she is in the office.  True

Today is Jenny's birthday.  True

Rob invites Jenny out for dinner.  True

Rob says he wants to discuss business at dinner.  False

Daniel invites Jenny out for dinner.  True

Daniel says he wants to discuss business at dinner.  True

Jenny agrees to go out with Rob.  False

Part 4

Rob and Jenny tell each other what they did last night.

Jenny asks to read Rob's article.

While Jenny is talking to Rob, she gets a call from Eddie.

Eddie starts [singing/to sing] Happy Birthday to Jenny.

Jenny tells Eddie (that) she can't talk because she is in the office.

Rob wants to go out with Jenny for her birthday.

Daniel also wants to take Jenny [out for/to] dinner.

Jenny accepts Daniel's invitation and apologises to Rob.

Part 5 — Section A

1.  on

2.  over

3.  on

4.  up

5.  back

6.  out

7.  off

8.  up

9.  around

10.  up

11.  on

Part 5 — Section B

12.   b) get over my cold    d) get over it

13.   b) show around Rob (awkward but correct) c) show Rob around    e) show him around

14.   a) showed up

15.   b) set up a business    c) set a business up    e) set it up

16.   a) got on    b) got on the bus    d) got on it
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